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I doubt if Shrimati Naidu spoke in this vein. The correspon-
dent from East Africa has asked for my comments on these views.
He says that a number of Indians in East Africa dress in khadi
and also wear khadi caps. They have been confused by Shrimati
Naidu's speech.

I do believe that the vow of khadi is intended to be observed
in foreign countries. In some cases, it may be altogether im-
possible to keep it. Moreover, the object of this vow is to secure
economic freedom for India; it is, therefore, not necessary to
observe it outside India. But it has never been my view, nor is
it today, that khadi should not be used outside India even if it
can be used conveniently. I feel, too, that Shrimati Naidu would
never express such a view. In countries like East Africa or a place
like Aden, khadi can be used without any inconvenience. In South
Africa, too, it can be used in summer. That is, there will be no
difficulty in wearing it in hot countries. Further, most of the
articles for use in the home should be of khadi.

I would, however, take the view that, if we go to a country
which grows cotton and which weaves its own khadi, we should
wear the cloth produced locally. We should follow in other countries
the rule which we apply in our own. When foreigners come to India,
it is desirable that they should use goods produced here. We should,
therefore, act on the same principle in foreign countries. In coun-
tries like East Africa, all cloth is imported froia outside. I have
never heard that they produce their own cloth, Nat only, tfe^rg-
fore, do we have every right to wear khadi in those countries, but
actually it is our duty, I believe, to do so to the greatest extent
possible. As my views developed with the progress of the satya-
graha struggle [in South Africa] and the more I felt the need
to embrace poverty, I increasingly adopted simplicity in my life.
Ultimately, I adopted a dress resembling the Indian labourer's
and made of cloth imported from India, the lungi1 and shirt in the
Madras style, and kept it up afterwards. In winter, I wore two
shirts which I would get stitched from coarse cloth. I had dis-
carded the cap there. I used to meet all Government officials in
this very dress. I did not notice that my English friends or the
officials took offence at it. Many of my English friends even con-
gratulated me when they saw that I was adopting the mode of life
ajtcl dress of the labourers whose fight I was leading. My only
telling this story htsre is to explain that it will suffice if we
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